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‘In this creative and competent study, J. David Stark investigates the hermeneutical 
paradigms underlying various forms of Second Temple Judaism and Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. In so doing, he sheds important light on Jewish conceptions of the 
climactic enactment of the purposes of Abraham’s God for his people.’
Andreas J. Köstenberger, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, USA

‘A theoretically informed discussion of the hermeneutical roles attributed to the 
Righteous Teacher and Messiah Jesus by the communities of the yahad and Roman 
church respectively, this study advances an approach to the comparative study of 
ancient Jewish and Christian sources that is both methodologically sophisticated and 
textually grounded. Stark argues that while both communities inhabited basically 
the same hermeneutical world, they would nevertheless have regarded each other as 
unfaithful to Yahweh.’
Timothy Lim, University of Edinburgh, UK

‘J. David Stark demonstrates an impressive knowledge of the Qumran texts and the 
writings of the apostle Paul. He interacts well with primary sources as well as the vast 
amount of secondary literature on these topics. Those interested in hermeneutics, the 
Qumran community, or the influences on the apostle Paul, will benefit from reading 
this well-researched and well-written monograph. Stark has made an excellent 
contribution to the field of hermeneutics and New Testament studies.’
Benjamin L. Merkle, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, USA

J. David Stark is eCampus Director at Faulkner University, USA. He has also written 
on the topic of Paul’s relationship to rewritten biblical literature: ‘Rewriting Prophets 
in the Corinthian Correspondence: A Window on Paul’s Hermeneutic’ Bulletin for 
Biblical Research 22, no. 2 (2012), pp. 225–49.
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